
CSE Risk Assessment Tool - CAF
This risk assessment tool has been designed to be used by professionals working with children and
young people for whom there are concerns that they may be vulnerable to, being targeted for or involved
in child sexual exploitation. Professionals should discuss any concerns with their designated child pro-
tection officer before carrying out this risk assessment.

.
Professionals should use their knowledge of the young person to select the statements that best describe
their situation and presentation and any evidence that grooming or exploitation is taking place. Some
of the indicators mirror normal teenage behaviour but professionals should consider each statement in
the context of other concerns about the young person’s behaviour or presentation.

.
When carrying out any risk assessment, professionals should always consider what type of exploitation
the young person may be experiencing based on the information known:

.
Inappropriate relationship: the young person is in a relationship with an older

partner who exerts a great deal of influence and control over them due to an imbal-
ance of power. The young person is likely to believe they are in a serious adult
relationship and not recognise its exploitative nature.

Peer exploitation: the young person is in a relationship with another young
person who is coercing them into sexual activity with their friends. This is the
model that gang related exploitation follows.

Organised exploitation: the young person is being groomed or sexually exploited
by a network of perpetrators and may be being coerced into sexual activity with
different men. Some may be used to recruit others.
.

Details of subject child/young person
.

Name

Date of birth

Gender

Address

Ethnicity

Religion

Language spoken

.
Details of the person completing risk assessment
Name

Agency

Job title

Contact telephone
number
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Contact e-mail

.
Date of risk assess-
ment

Vulnerability factors
The following factors are known to make young people more vulnerable to sexual exploitation. Please
select any that are known to be true about the young person.

.
 Under the age of 14
 Looked after
 Missing school or excluded/NEET
 Frequently missing from home or placement
 Involved in gang activity
 Mental health or learning difficulties
 Difficult family background
 Believed to be sexually active

Presentation
The young person’s behaviours or presentation may be indicative that they are being sexually exploited,
for example sexual risk taking, pregnancy or STIs, low self-esteem, self-harming or substance abuse.
If you think there is anything in the young person’s presentation that may indicate CSE, please give
details.

.

Evidence of grooming
Please select any of the following statements that best describe the young person’s situation and that
may indicate that they are being groomed for CSE.

.
 Reports that young person has been seen regularly in places linked to sexual

exploitation
 Associating with young people known to be sexually exploited
 Associating with older teens/adults known to be involved in CSE
 Sexual relationship with a significantly older person (more than 5 years)
 Possession of money, clothes, mobiles and other possessions with no plausible

explanation
 Seen at public toilets known for cottaging or adult venues (pubs/clubs)
 Physical injuries such as bruising indicative of physical or sexual assault
 Disclosure of sexual assault then retracting statement

Evidence of exploitation
Please select any of the following statements that best describe the young person’s situation and that
indicate they are being sexually exploited.

.
 Homeless and staying with an adult believed to be sexually exploiting them
 Known to be meeting adults for sex in exchange for money, drugs etc
 Believed to be being moved around for CSE
 Receiving rewards of money or goods to recruit others to CSE



.
If there is any other evidence of exploitation, for example restriction of movements, losing contact with
family, friends and the professional network, please give details here.

On-line grooming and abuse
If there are concerns that the young person is being sexually exploited online, please give details here;
include any evidence of the young person exchanging inappropriate images for goods or cash, forming
online relations with unknown adults or meeting these adults offline.

.

Other relevant information and intelligence
In order to help the police gather intelligence on CSE in the borough so that they can disrupt the
grooming process and take action against the perpetrators, it is vital that professionals provide any in-
formation on the following: possible adult perpetrators, other young people known to this young person
who may be involved, any locations where the young person may frequent, any links with gangs.

.

Outcome of risk assessment
If you have ticked 2 or more boxes in the Evidence of grooming section or 1 box in the Evidence of
exploitation section, or have evidence of online exploitation, you must make a child protection referral
to the MASH team. The young person (and their parents if possible) should be informed of the referral
but their consent is not necessary.

.
If you have ticked 2 or more boxes in the Vulnerability section and have concerns about the young
person’s presentation but there is no evidence of grooming or exploitation, you should discuss the risk
assessment with the young person (and their parents if possible) and seek consent for a referral to the
Early Help / CAF team.

.
If you are unsure about what action to take following this risk assessment tool, please call the MASH
team on 020 7974 3317 for advice.
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