
Stop child trafficking  
in its tracks

The NSPCC’s Child Trafficking Advice Centre 
0808 800 5000



The NSPCC’s Child Trafficking Advice Centre (CTAC) is a specialist national service that 
provides free advice and support to professionals concerned that a child or young person 
may be a victim of trafficking. The service is staffed by experienced social workers and  
a police liaison officer seconded from the National Crime Agency.

What is child trafficking?
Child trafficking is the recruitment and movement of children for the purpose of 
exploitation. A person under 18 cannot give informed consent to being moved and 
exploited. Children suffer significant harm in the process of trafficking. Child trafficking 
requires a child protection response and where there are concerns about possible 
trafficking safeguarding measures need to be put in place.

Children are trafficked to the UK for: 
• sexual exploitation 
• domestic servitude 
• exploitative labour (eg nail bars, restaurants, agricultural work) 
• criminal activity (eg cannabis cultivation, pick pocketing, moving drugs) 
• benefit fraud, sometimes under the guise of unregulated private fostering arrangements 
• forced marriage.

This is not an exhaustive list and children are often exploited in more than one way.
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Child trafficking is child abuse
Children are vulnerable to multiple types of abuse in the process of trafficking. Children 
suffer physical abuse, emotional and psychological harm, neglect, and sexual abuse.

Ade’s story* is just one example of what a child can go through. 

Ade is a 15-year-old child from West Africa. His father had a small business, his mother 
was a nurse and he attended the local secondary school. When Ade was 14, his family 
and most of the people from his community were killed in genocide. He was homeless 
and left with no responsible adults or means to look after himself. Peter, an older man 
who claimed to be his father’s business contact, took him in. Ade was made to work  
on Peter’s farm in return for food and shelter. Peter told Ade to copy a signature and took 
him to several offices. Soon after, Peter brought Ade to the UK and left him with another 
man called John.

John was a white man and his wife was from the same country as Ade. They both 
appeared to have a good job and had a big house. Ade lived in this house for six  
months. He wasn’t given enough food, was responsible for looking after two young 
children, cleaning and cooking for John and his wife and made to sleep in the storage 
room. John told Ade that he was too old to attend school and would have to work for 
them. He was beaten by both John and his wife and told he was a big responsibility for 
them. One day after being beaten, Ade was locked in the house and the family went  
away for the weekend. Ade was so fearful after the last attack that he took a risk and 
climbed out of the window. He approached an adult on the street and asked for help.  
This adult took him to a local police station.

* Ade’s story draws on real cases that CTAC have seen, but does not describe a specific case. 
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How to help a child like Ade
There are significant indicators of child trafficking in Ade’s case. He was moved for 
domestic servitude and has suffered significant physical harm. To support a child like  
Ade, there are a number of things that need to be considered:

• Ade needs to be reassured that he is not in trouble and it is not his fault.

•  In the absence of any ID and Ade saying he is 15 it should be presumed he is a child.  
If there is other evidence that he is older, a Merton compliant age assessment should  
be carried out by a social worker.

•  Ade should be kept informed about the purpose of the age assessment, its possible 
outcome and appeal process. Ade should also be signposted to appropriate legal 
representation.

•  Given the disclosure of physical abuse a strategy meeting should be convened  
by children’s services inviting police, health and immigration authorities to be kept 
informed of this.

•  Ade’s safety, the risk from John, the risk he will go missing, his medical needs, referral  
to the National Referral Mechanism (NRM), asylum claim and appropriate placement 
need to be discussed.
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How CTAC can help
If you have any trafficking concerns for a child or young person you can contact CTAC 
who will support you by liaising with the relevant authorities in the UK. As well as providing 
guidance and advice for anyone worried about a child, CTAC also supports trafficked 
children and professionals by:

•  Advocating for foreign national children in the UK where there are trafficking  
or safeguarding concerns. 

•  Attending child protection meetings and producing child trafficking reports for the courts 
and the immigration tribunal.

•  Co-ordinating multi-agency responses with a child protection focus where there are 
trafficking concerns for a child.

•  Providing advice to professionals from a child protection and police perspective – 
through our casework, advice line, leaflets and training.

• Delivering free training to a range of professionals in the UK and abroad.

• Influencing, challenging and sharing best practice with professionals.

• Analysing and reporting on trafficking trends, sharing our data with strategic partners.

•  Being a first responder for child referrals into the NRM – a framework for identifying 
victims of human trafficking and ensuring they receive appropriate care.

• Participating in local and national strategic groups and responding to 
policy consultations.

CTAC works closely with a group of young people who were trafficked into the UK. The 
young people help to inform practice by giving advice, information and recommendations 
based on their experiences with professionals. They also deliver training and presentations 
alongside CTAC practitioners.



Child trafficking needs a child protection response, and it is crucial that all relevant agencies work together to ensure that children are given appropriate support and protection. CTAC is here for you to talk through any concerns you may have for a child. The service can also deliver free awareness-raising presentations to professionals. 
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CTAC is a service provided by the NSPCC. It works in partnership with the Child Exploitation Online 
Protection Command (CEOP), the UK Human Trafficking Centre (UKHTC), both of which are part  
of the National Crime Agency, and the Home Office to offer an appropriate response to children 
who have been victims of human trafficking.

The NSPCC’s Child Trafficking Advice Centre (CTAC) is a free national specialist service 
for professionals working with children who may have been trafficked. The service is 
staffed by experienced social workers and a police liaison officer seconded from the 
National Crime Agency.

Between September 2007 and April 2014, CTAC worked on more than 1,000 cases  
in which there were either clear trafficking or safeguarding concerns for foreign national 
children in the UK.

Call 0808 800 5000, email help@nspcc.org.uk  

or go to nspcc.org.uk/ctac for more information.
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